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It h % troubling situation that iota* S million 
civilians an presently screened fcr an industrial 
security program which not only employ* anony- 
mous accuser* but al*o has a tenuous basi* In 
legislation. The case of William L. Greene, whfcjb - 
the Supreme Court ha* now decided 1 to hear, raise* 
■ome fundamental ques* ions about thl* least-pub- 
licized of loyalty programs. 

Mr. Greene had been a rice president of the 
Engineering fc Research Corp. in Riverdale, Md., 
until the Navy forced him to lose his job in 1WS 
on the pounds that he could not bo treated with 
ftaw» ie <* material. The Irony is that moat and 
probably all of the classified items being built by 
Ere© wero designed by none other than Mr. Greene 
himself. In challenging the Navy action, Mr. 
Greene faced the familiar nightmare of anonymous 
accusers and of charges based on secret informa- 
tion. On* major source of Mr. Greene’s troubles 
was apparently that his former wife wss, in the 
Navy** language, an “ardent C o mm u ni st.** 

Despite its broad powers to cost a man Wa liveli- 
hood, the industrial security program ha* no ex- 
plicit authorization to law. Instead, the Defense 
Department contends that it has authority under 
the Armed Services Procurement Act of IMTlo 
classify information and decide who should have 
arenas to It Thus each Defense Department corn- 
tract fwN** a clause which givea the Govern- 
ment authority to clear all employ**- It »' «•» 
for jpo«gyirte#‘*v«n on* loyal Apert*# «pt wjy 
may leoa htt job but also may beer an Inescapable 
stigma under a system which lacks the safeguard* 
of dee process ao baelc to Amorksto jurtlee. i ** * 

Power wielded without the chocks of due ptocaea 
can load to tojustiees that outwardly aoem not only 
irrational but absurd. Last weak, for example, 
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